When asked by the Auburn Journal in 1987 to pick his best team, legendary Placer High
School coach Ralph LeFebvre did not hesitate — the 1950 basketball team. He named two
athletes from that squad, Jim Yokota and Bob Sinnock, as among the top three athletes he ever
coached. Sinnock was inducted into the Placer Athletic Hall of Fame in 2017.

This year, to honor his performance on the basketball court, baseball diamond, and football
field in high school and his athletic exploits afterwards, Jim Yokota will be posthumously
inducted into the PHS Athletic Hall of Fame on April 27 in a ceremony in the school’s iconic
Earl Crabbe Gym.

The 5 foot 7 inch Yokota showed his finesse in basketball as a three-year starting guard for
LeFebvre. He was named all-league each year and the team won the Sierra Foothill League
championship every year.

As a senior, he was the captain on what many consider the best basketball team to play for
Placer. The squad finished with the best record in school history at 27-2, losing their only two
games by one point.

Yokota’s exploits were noticed throughout the area. He was named to the All Northern
California basketball team by the San Francisco Examiner.

He also came under the coaching guidance of another legendary Placer coach, Kendall
Arnett. Yokota was a three-year starter in the backfield for Arnett’s football team and made his
mark as the starting shortstop for three years on Arnett’s baseball team. Again, Yokota was
named all-league in each baseball season.

As a youngster, his life was interrupted at age 11 when Yokota was incarcerated along with
his family at Tule Lake Internment Camp from 1942-1945. There, he came under the influence of
another Placer County teenager, 16-year old George Goto, also a PHS Athletic Hall of Fame
member.

The internees were provided with a baseball field in the camp. Goto and his older baseball
teammates needed someone to shag balls for them. They drafted Yokota for the chore, and in
doing so, the youngster played practically every position on the field.

Yokota is quoted in a document entitled Nikkei Requiem by Takasumi Kojima, that in
reflection, he was grateful to Goto. He stated that the experience stirred his passion for baseball
and sports in general.

Upon the family’s return from Tule Lake, Yokota graduated eighth grade from Penny School
and then attended Placer High School. But there was more to life than just going to school and
playing sports for him. His father expected all seven Yokota children to help in the orchards.

In Nikkei Requiem, Yokota recalls getting soaking wet moving sprinkler pipes through the
chest high Johnson grass in the morning before going to school. Summers were spent helping the
family work the fruit ranch, operating machinery, driving trucks and tractors, and doing physical
work such as lifting, loading, gathering, packing, and making boxes.

There was no slack time for play during the summer. Yokota recalls picking the first plum
variety of the season, “Beauties”, which ripened in early June, and picking the last plum variety,
“President” just before school started in September.

After graduating from Placer High School, Yokota attended Sierra College where he
continued to excel in all three sports for the Spartans. During the summers of his college days, he



stayed busy playing semi-pro, AA baseball for Placer JACL, Auburn Cubs, and Roseville
Merchants.

Following Sierra College, Yokota served in the military in the Air Force stationed at Nagoya
AFB in Japan. There, the talented athlete played baseball for the Air Force team that competed
against other teams in Japan.

Upon his discharge from the military, Yokota enrolled at Sacramento State College,
graduating in 1958. Soon after ,he served as Juvenile Probation Officer for Sacramento County a
career that spanned more than thirty-five years.

He married Lucille Ouchida, a Sacramento County public health nurse in 1961. and the
couple raised two children, Nami Thompson and Jim Yokota, Jr.

His passion for sports and athletics continued during his working life becoming a proficient
golfer. At one time he was a scratch golfer and one year recorded three holes-in-one. Yokota was
a member of the Nisei Golf Club of Sacramento. He was very well known among his peers as an
award- winning golfer in tournaments against other Nisei clubs of Northern California.

So successful was he, that his daughter Nami remembers golf trophies lined up on the family
piano three rows deep. Yokota won so many trophies that his wife Lucille had to add shelves in a
back room and even used space in the garage to accommodate additional trophies.

Fishing was another activity Yokota enjoyed all his life. He made fishing a family activity,
pointing out the places he had fished as child.

Yokota passed away in 1999, his wife Lucille in 2021.

The Athletic Hall of Fame ceremony will be held in the Earl Crabbe Gym on April 27. A
reception will begin at 6 pm followed by the induction ceremony at 7 pm.

Tickets for the reception cost $25 until April 15, and $35 after, and are available
online at placerathletichalloffame.org.

The 7 pm ceremony is free of charge to the public.



