
Cory Riecks (Class of 2007) used his talents on the volleyball court at Placer High School to 
develop skills that eventually propelled him to an outstanding career at Pepperdine University 
and a seven-year professional career in Europe. 

For his exceptional high school, college, and professional career, Riecks will be inducted into 
the PHS Athletic Hall of Fame on April 27 in a ceremony in the school’s iconic Earl Crabbe 
Gym. 

Riecks joined the E.V. Cain volleyball team in the seventh grade. That led to an outstanding 
career at Placer High School, where he was named to the Sierra Foothill League all-league team 
as a sophomore and league MVP in his junior and senior years. 

His greatest memories of that time included winning the prestigious Davis Tournament twice. 
The large tourney hosted the most powerful area teams including Granite Bay and Rocklin. 

He also played for competitive Northern California and Sacramento youth volleyball teams 
and was a member of the U.S. Junior National team in 2007.  

Riecks named his volleyball coach Robert McNutt as one of the most influential individuals 
during high school, as well as teacher Mark Faulkner, who he said helped straighten him out as a 
teenager. 

After graduation from Placer, Riecks attended Pepperdine University and came under the 
tutelage of Marv Dunphy, a two-time gold medal U.S. Olympic team coach, who introduced him 
to the cerebral side of sports. 

“When I was younger, I just learned technique and the game. The transition to college was 
challenging. Everyone on the team was a good player.” 

He was a four-year starter for Pepperdine. As a freshman he started all 28 matches and was 
the team’s second-leading hitter, averaging 3.2 kills per game, saving his best for matches against 
Pac 12 stalwarts UCLA (24 kills) and USC (23 kills). 

In his sophomore year, he was second on the team with 17 aces, and had ten matches with 10 
or more kills. 

The next year, he was selected to the American Volleyball Coaches Association and 
Volleyball Magazine All-American second teams and the Mountain Pacific Sports Federation 
first team. He led Pepperdine with 3.89 kills per game, posting a career-high 25 kills in two 
straight matches against Long Bech State and UC San Diego. 

As a senior, Riecks ranked second on the team with 225 kills. All told, he finished his college 
career with1,143 kills (13th all time at Pepperdine), averaging 2.96 kills, 1.06 digs, and /58 
blocks in 386 games and 104 matches.  

Following college, he played seven years of professional volleyball internationally, 
competing for teams in Germany, Finland, Czechoslovakia, Spain, and Puerto Rico.“Each 
country had its own league like major league baseball or the NFL. It was an exciting learning 
experience, playing in more than forty different countries, getting to experience different 
cultures.” 

He experienced great personal growth with his European experiences. “I was fortunate to 
have the skill set to provide me an opportunity to travel and get exposure to difference cultures.” 
He added that the experience helped mold him to who he is as a person, as a coach, in his job, 
and in his family. 



Coaching, then, was a natural progression. He served six years as the assistant coach to the 
UOP women’s volleyball team. In his first year, the program began with nine girls, seven of 
whom were freshmen. Over time he helped build a dynamic team that claimed wins over his 
alma mater Pepperdine (a top 25 nationally ranked team at the time), University of San Diego 
(top 15) and BYU (top 15). 

“Coaching women was different,” he said. “Trust is a major issue. There’s a saying that 
‘Boys battle to bond as a team, girls need to bond in order to battle.’ Girls need to gain each 
other’s trust.” The challenge, he said, was that “The coach needs to manage different mind sets.” 

He uses his Masters Degree in sports psychology to effectively coach his athletes. “Sports is 
an opportunity to get comfortable with being uncomfortable. What’s the worst that can happen 
— you lose a volleyball game. Life is difficult. As a coach I must help athletes manage stress and 
keep their composure.” 

He identified other coaching lessons as well. “You can never judge your impact on an athlete 
under your tutelage. It’s only later, when they enter life, get married, become a parent.” 

Currently, he is not coaching, but working for Preserva Products, the family-owned exterior 
wood stain manufacturing business. 

Riecks and his wife Katherine live in Sacramento. The couple just had their first child, 
Willamena, seven weeks ago. 

The Athletic Hall of Fame ceremony will be held in the Earl Crabbe Gym on April 27. A 
reception will begin at 6 pm followed by the induction ceremony at 7 pm.  

Tickets for the reception cost $25 until April 15, and $35 after, and are available 
online at placerathletichalloffame.org. 

The 7 pm ceremony is free of charge to the public.


